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ABSTRACT 



Communities that have good schools and better educated 



residents are safer, more stable communities where businesses and families 
thrive. This pamphlet describes ways religious organizations can support 
family involvement in education. The pamphlet provides a statement of common 
purpose among religious communities supporting family involvement in 
learning, noting that it is imperative that these communities join with 
governments, community organizations, businesses, and schools to provide 
families with the information, skills, tools, and opportunities to encourage 
their participation in the total education of their children. The pamphlet 
also includes a form for joining the Partnership for Family Involvement in 
Education and delineates materials available from the U.S. Department of 
Education providing guidelines for getting families involved in education. 
Finally, the pamphlet describes ways a community can support schools and 
family involvement in education by: (1) combating alcohol, drugs, and 

violence; (2) providing mentoring programs; (3) enlisting community 
volunteers; (4) offering before- and after- school , weekend, and summer 
learning programs; (5) supporting early childhood development and preschool 
programs; and (6) teaching parenting skills. (KB) 
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COMMUNITIES THAT 
SUPPORT SCHOOLS AND 
FAMILIES ARE BETTER 
PLACES TO LIVE, 
WORK, AND LEARN! 

Communities that have good schools 
and better educated residents are safer, 
more stable communities where busi- 
nesses and families thrive. These 
communities can be magnets for new 
businesses and jobs. Education is the 
key to a strong local economy, a good 
quality of life, and a brighter future for 
everyone! 






“Better education is everybody’s 
business!” 

— Richard W. Riley 

US. Secretaij of Education 




Religious 

Organizations: 

COME TOGETHER 

FOR KIDS! 




This brochure is in the public domain. 
Feel free to photocopy or reprint it. 
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To receive free information about any of these initiatives or to ask for materials, call the U.S. Department of 
Education at 1-800-USA-LEARN. 



WHAT YOUR COMMUNITY CAN DO TO SUPPORT 
SCHOOLS AND FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION 

Comb^ alcohol, drugs, and violence. Prevention programs work best when parents, students, law enforce- 
merit otticials, and communities join together to fight back. Schools and community members can provide 
mentoring and after-school programs to give children safe havens from violence and alternatives to drugs. 

Provide mentoring programs. Interested citizens — from employers to college students to members of faith 
communities to senior citizens can participate in mentoring programs that provide emotional support and 
guidance to young people. Mentors can help with schoolwork, job skill development and career planning, and 
can help connect young people to the potential and importance of college and training beyond high school. 

Enlist community volunteers. Community and religious organizations can organize support for young people. 
Senior citizens in many communities are putting their experience and expertise to work on behalf of children. 
Volunteers can seiwe as tutors or teacher aides, work in the library, or help with after-school activities. 

Offer before- and after-school, weekend and summer learning programs. Community partnerships can 
make after-school and summer learning activities available to young people through schools, cultural institu- 
tions, park districts, and other public and private agencies. These programs are particularly important for 
children and adolescents to provide safe and enriching environments in a structured, supervised setting. 

Support early childhood development and preschool programs. New scientific findings on brain develon- 
ment in veij young children point to the importance of children’s earliest experiences in helping them get off to 
a strong and healthy start. Community and religious organizations can help children start on the right path bv 

supporting programs that work with young children and their parents. 

Teach parenting skills. Programs for parents can include academic and GED classes, literacy training career 
preparation, early childhood education, children’s health, and assistance in finding helpful services in the 
community. High-quality parenting programs engage parents early, sometimes even before their child’s birth. 



PLEASE JOIN US 

Your religious organization is invited to join the Partnership for Family Involvement in Education a 
growing national coalition of thousands of families, schools, communities, religious organizations and 
employers who recognize their interdependent roles in supporting family and community involvement in 
children ,s learning and improving our schools. You can sign and return the Statement of Common 
Purpose Among Religious Communities Supporting Family Involvement in Learning on the inside of 
this brochure. For more complete information, 

Call the U. S. Department of Education 
at 1-800-USA-LEARN 
or 

Write to the Partnership for Family Involvement in Education 

600 Independence Avenue, S.W. PARTNERSHIP 

Washington, D.C. 20202-9133 
http://www.ed.gov/PFIE 





U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI) 
National Library of Education (NLE) 
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) 
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